Superior verbal ability and nonverbal learning disability in a child with a novel 17p12p13.1 deletion.
We report the case of a 10-year-old girl with the karyotype 46,XX,del(17)(p12p13.1) who presented a remarkable incongruence in higher cerebral functioning. Certain language skills were very superior, with reading and spelling at a 17-19 year-old level of proficiency. Nonverbal skills, however, were mostly below average, executive functioning and socialization were impaired, and a diagnosis of "nonverbal learning disability" is applied. We speculate that the genes deleted include one or some which code for certain specific categories of neural substrate that subserve aspects of visual processing and higher functioning, but that no "language loci" have been deleted. The particular neuropsychological profile that we describe may assist diagnosis of this chromosomal deletion.